Caring for Creation 3 (Lightwave Group Notes)

Welcome 
The Land and Sabbath Icebreaker What is a typical Sunday like for you? What would an ideal Sunday be like? 

Worship 
 Read Psalm 104 together, and/or sing/listen to "Great is your faithfulness" 

Word 
In the first session of this series we read Genesis chapter 1. Let's look now at what God did after creating all living creatures, including humans, on the sixth day. 
Read Genesis 2:1-3  (Catherine)
 We know that God does not grow tired, so why do you think the Bible records that God rested on the seventh day? 
 Is the creation of humanity, or the day of rest the climax of the creation story? 
Read Leviticus 25:1-7, and 18-23 (Sally)
 Who (or what) benefits from this law being kept? 
 Why do you think God set these rules for his people?
 How easy do you think it would have been for the Israelites to keep the Sabbath year every 7 years? 
 Besides providing rest for the people, the land, livestock, and wild animals, keeping the Sabbath year would require the people to trust in God's provision, and being content with less. How easy do you think you would you have found this? What might be an equivalent way of demonstrating our trust in God's provision today? 

Read Leviticus 19:9-10 (Chris)
 Who benefits from this law being kept? 
 Why do you think God set these rules for his people? 
 How does this passage speak into our lives today? 
EXTRAS:  
Isaiah 24.1-6:  In this passage, the land seems to reflect the spiritual state of the people – does that have any resonance for today?
Read Luke 2.23-27:  What does this mean for how we as Christians keep the Sabbath? 

Witness 
· Pray about the value of Rest and Sundays 
· Share any prayer requests, and pray for each other
· Pray and plan for Wild Church and next Church-in-the Tent.
