A church where lay people as well as ordained clergy are active in leadership and other roles
A bible study from Revd Charlie Peer, Mission Development Officer, Diocese of Portsmouth.

Working together in Christ
1 Corinthians 12

Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-31

Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians is, in effect, the answers to a list of questions that the young Corinthian church had sent to Paul. But in tackling the questions, Paul takes the opportunity to go deeper and gives us some of the Bible’s most profound and challenging passages of the entire Bible. Chapter 12 is a good example. Paul takes a technical question about which of two very specific gifts is more important and turns it into a reflection on the nature of the church and the way in which our gifts are a reflection of who we are, together in Christ. 

Questions for discussion: 
(for a 60-90 minute group discussion)

1. After reading the whole chapter, what do you think Paul means by “the common good” in the life of the church (v7)?

2. Paul writes of the “dishonourable” and “weaker” parts of the body in an ironic style. This is his way of telling the Corinthians not to look down on those in the church who might seem to be less gifted or less important – everyone has equal value in the Body of Christ.
Can you think of examples in the modern church of roles, or groups of people, that we do not value highly enough?

3. The idea of the Body of Christ reminds us that we should all play our part in the church, rather than depending on just a few gifted leaders. Why is it, do you think, that the church has often found this difficult to put into practice?

4. What can church leaders (both clergy and lay leaders) do to encourage more people to use their gifts in the church?

5. Are people sometimes reluctant to take their place in the Body of Christ, preferring to just turn up, rather than use their gifts for the church? What might be stopping them, and how can we encourage them to join in?

For reflection
(3 longer activities for groups, when there is more time available)

1. Paul writes that each part of the Body has equal value because they all form part of the whole. Sometimes churchgoers, even those who have been Christians a long time, find it hard to see themselves as valuable members of the church. It can be helpful to invite people to reflect along the following lines:
· How does 1 Corinthians 12 make you feel about your part in the church?
· What do you think your spiritual gifts are?
In a situation where people know each other quite well, you can also ask them what they think everyone else’s gifts are.  Go round the group one by one, ask each person to share their thoughts on their own gifts, then ask the rest of the group to reflect back what they think that person’s gifts are. This can be hugely affirming and even eye-opening.  

2. What would a truly “Body of Christ shaped church” look like?
Take some time in silence to think about this question. Use your imagination and think about how you would describe it. Then in the group, work together to come up with a description of the Body-of-Christ-shaped church. Take a large piece of paper and write on it your group’s agreed description of what this looks like

3. In verse 28, Paul gives a list of spiritual gifts. Read Ephesians 4:11 and Romans 12:6-7 to see the other two places in the New Testament where we find lists of gifts. These are examples of the gifts that the Holy Spirit gives to the church for the common good, but they are not intended to be the complete list.  
Spend some time talking about what you would like to add to the list. As a group, try to write a list of all the different gifts that the Spirit gives to the people of God.  Consider sharing your list with the whole church community and ask for their responses. 


