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Nurturing disciples both new and existing.
1. ‘Who do you say I am?’ Reading Matthew 16:13-20 we see Jesus asking his disciples who they thought he was. This is both a question for those searching and also for those who have come to faith. If we are Christians, do our lives demonstrate that Jesus is the Christ or have we fallen short or even waned in our faith? If so what would God have you do?


2. In the above mentioned passage Jesus asked this question at Caesarea Philippi which is a place where Baal, Pan and Caesar had all been worshipped. It seems Jesus chose this place for a purpose, to affirm that he alone is God and the one to be worshipped. In your walk of discipleship what are the things that clamour to take the place of Jesus as Lord in your life? Do you find it difficult in this world where tolerance is called for to live and speak up for your faith in Christ? Can you think of ways that we can be faithful to Christ day to day in our walk of discipleship without upsetting those around us? What bridges can you build in your situation to make Jesus relevant?


3. Matthew 28: 19&20 is often used as a job description for Christians. “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” We are therefore called to be Jesus messengers today.

Who shared the Gospel message with you and led to your walk of discipleship? What do you need God to provide you with for the challenge of living and speaking for him today? How will he do that? Do you need to find some space to wait on God? If so, how will you do that?

It has been said that church congregations exist for the benefit of those who aren’t yet members. Do you agree? Is your church fellowship like that? How could ‘making disciples’ become more of a vision for your church… and for you!?


4. In 1 Thessalonians 2:2 Paul says that “with the help of God we dared to tell you his gospel in spite of strong opposition.” 

Have you faced particular opposition as you have sought to live, work and speak for Jesus? If so, what was it? How can your church family support you in the difficulties you may face? Are there those who are going through hard times who would value your support and prayers at the moment? How could you show you love and care more for them?

Are there times when you have become comfortable or complacent in your walk of faith? Might you then expect God to ‘disturb’ you so you depend upon him more? Can you think of any biblical examples of when this has happened?


5. David Watson wrote the following in his helpful book entitled ‘Discipleship’: “Christ looks for disciples who are unashamed of him, bold in their witness, obedient to his word, united in his love and filled with his Spirit……Christ is calling to himself those are willing to dedicate their lives fully to him, to commit themselves to all other true Christians out of love for him, and to present their bodies to him as a living sacrifice for all that he wants to do in his world today.”

How does that encourage you in how you are living for Jesus?
Are there times when you have felt embarrassed and have failed to witness for Christ? What were the pressures upon you?
Is your church united in its desire to both see people come to faith and to deepen their own?

Spend some time looking at the many ‘one another’ commands in the New Testament. Might such a series of study be helpful to your congregation as you unitedly move forward witnessing for Christ Jesus?

