

A church that has a clear mission and purpose and clergy and congregations who are intentional about growth
A bible study from Revd Dr Patrick Richmond, vicar at Christ Church, Eaton, Norwich diocese.
Research in Anecdote to Evidence shows that growing churches are likely “to have a clear mission and purpose and clergy and congregations who are intentional about growth”. This means clergy and congregations who see growth as a goal and deliberately work for it.
The following study shows ways that the Bible:-
1. describes God as wanting people to repent and come to know Christ, 
2. describes Jesus as sent into the world with this mission and purpose,
3. describes Jesus sending his disciples with a mission continuous with his, and
4. describes the Church as meant to grow.
God’s desire
Read 2 Timothy 3-4 and 2 Peter 3.9. (Since these are short verses you might also want to read the surrounding paragraphs to confirm that these texts are not being read out of context).
Would you agree that these texts suggest that God’s desire is that people repent and believe in Jesus? 
If we love God, are there any good reasons not to want what he wants?
Jesus’ mission and purpose
Read John 3.16-21.
According to this passage what is the purpose of God sending Jesus?
Discuss what it might mean to ‘come to the light’ in this passage?
How might coming to the light relate to the growth of the church?
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Read Luke 5.32, Acts 3.26 and John 18.37 (again, perhaps checking the context). 
In light of these verses, how might you describe Jesus’ own mission and purpose? 
How far should Jesus serve as an example for us?
Jesus’ followers’ mission and purpose
Read John 20.19-23
In what ways might this passage suggest that Jesus’ disciples share his mission and purpose? 
How might the gift of the Holy Spirit to his followers, the disciples, link to Jesus’ own story?
Read Matthew 28.16-20
What is the mission of Jesus’ disciples according to this classic and concluding passage? 
What might be the signs that we are really fulfilling this mission, in addition to numbers attending church events? 
Do your clergy and congregation take account of these signs? 
Are they intentional about growth in such areas?
Read Ephesians 4.11-16
What is the purpose of the Gifts Christ gives, according to this passage? 
How many times is growth mentioned in the passage? 
What might it mean to build up the body of Christ, given that each of us is a part of it? 
What signs can you see in the passage that each and every member of the body is meant to share in the overall purpose of growth?
When you have worked through the above sections, discuss whether these texts do indeed work together to persuade you that clergy and congregations today should have a clear mission and purpose and should consciously seek growth. 
Are there any questions, dangers or issues that should be born in mind? 
What might you, your group and your church do to become more intentional about growth?
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